Organized Campaign by Pro-Government and Anti-Liberal
Facebook Pages against Protest Rally
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The Parliament’s November 14 decision to vote down the constitutional amendment on transition to fully
proportional electoral system from 2020 triggered large-scale protests outside the Parliament building on
Rustaveli Avenue. On November 18, the Georgian government used riot police to disperse the peaceful
protest rally. Protests resumed outside the Parliament building on November 25 and at dawn on November
26, police again dispersed the protesters using water cannons.

From November 14 through December 3, amid ongoing protests, the Media Development Foundation
monitored the activities of Facebook pages and revealed an organized campaign, aimed at discrediting the
peaceful rally on Rustaveli Avenue and the opposition, as well as justifying the government’s actions,
which was carried out in a form of sponsored posts.

The monitoring has revealed the following tendencies:

69 Facebook pages were involved in the campaign against protests with the majority (41) affiliated
with the government, among them 27 pages targeting the government’s opponents; four pages belonging
to or supporting the ruling Georgian Dream party; 11 pages of media outlets with pro-government editorial
policy, as well as the pages positioning themselves in social networks as media outlets.

21 anti-liberal, 3 anti-Western and 3 mixed content pages were involved in the campaign against the
rally.

25 out of 69 identified pages were created in 2019 and 18 —in 2018.
Two cases were revealed when a page operating as a media outlet was either administered by a party
activist (G the TV), or in the past the page operated using the name of Georgian Dream
(LOYOBGMGAOE0M gagdo / Information page).
The monitoring has revealed that an open Facebook page “bLoobhgmgLbm” (Interesting) is administered
by anti-liberal page ““0m333©0900 LogoHrMzgmMmLM30L” (I will die for Georgia); presently the group’s
co-admins are deleted troll profiles.
The government-affiliated pages have a total of 295 admins; the majority of them (30) administer the
Facebook page of Kvira.ge, a media outlet with pro-government editorial policy; anti-liberal and anti-
Western pages have a total of 82 and 17 admins, respectively.
One of 15 admins of anti-Western Facebook page “0%03yh0” (Azimuth) administers the page from the
Russian Federation.
The monitoring has revealed five Facebook pages, which were spreading identical content at short
intervals in order to discredit the rally. It means that these pages might be administered by one and the
same people. Four of these pages are spreading anti-Liberal content (Pressohyoo/Presstitution, 3,14
993, Foghgoo and Revelation), and one — anti-Western (Blue Soviet Union / ecng®go Loddmmo
3083060).
Some cases were revealed when anti-liberal and anti-Western pages targeting the government’s
opponents were sharing one and the same content from each other.
50 sponsored posts were released against the protest rallies during the monitoring period.
The following messages were spread as part of the organized campaign:

The protesters are representatives of LGBT community and they are imposing homosexuality on us;

The protesters are fighting against the church;

The rally on Rustaveli Avenue is illegal and represents an attempted revolution;

The demonstrators have been bribed by the opposition;

The proportional electoral system is anti-constitutional,

Sexist messages were spread against female opposition leaders;



Nino Burjanadze’s visit to Moscow was generalized to the entire opposition spectrum through using
fake news and various visual manipulations.
The dynamics of page activity increased in a period between November 14 and November 25, amid
ongoing protests, further decreasing in December; it indicates that the pages intensified their efforts
during the anti-government rallies.

Pages involved in the campaign

The monitoring has revealed that 69 Facebook pages were actively involved in the campaign against
protests; we have divided them into two groups:

1. Pro-government pages (41)
2. Anti-liberal and anti-Western pages (24).

Pro-government and government-affiliated pages can, in turn, be divided into the following categories:

1. Pages targeting opponents (27)

2. Media outlets with pro-government editorial policy (11), involving both Facebook pages of traditional
media outlets and those positioning in social networks as media outlets.

3. Pages belonging to or supporting Georgian Dream (4).

Besides the anti-liberal and anti-Western pages, we separated three pages without a clear-cut policy in the
category “Various”:

1. Anti-liberal (21)
2. Anti-Western (3)
3. Various pages with mixed content (3)
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25 out of 69 identified pages were created in 2019 and 18 —in 2018.
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https://www.facebook.com/nikakvirikashvilisblogi/
https://www.facebook.com/geoleader41/
https://www.facebook.com/geoleader41/
https://www.facebook.com/kvira.ge/
https://www.facebook.com/kvira.ge/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A4%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%93%E1%83%A6%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-109531140407377/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A4%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%93%E1%83%A6%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-109531140407377/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/Press%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-Presstitution-100728148059223/
https://www.facebook.com/Press%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-Presstitution-100728148059223/
https://www.facebook.com/%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%AF%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%91%E1%83%AD%E1%83%9D%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-Blue-Soviet-Union-110475937067159/
https://www.facebook.com/%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%AF%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%91%E1%83%AD%E1%83%9D%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-Blue-Soviet-Union-110475937067159/
https://www.facebook.com/%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%AF%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%91%E1%83%AD%E1%83%9D%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-Blue-Soviet-Union-110475937067159/
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https://www.facebook.com/%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%AF%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%91%E1%83%AD%E1%83%9D%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-Blue-Soviet-Union-110475937067159/
https://www.facebook.com/%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94-491714121314982/
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https://www.facebook.com/BidzinaIvanishvilli/
https://www.facebook.com/BidzinaIvanishvilli/
https://www.facebook.com/BidzinaIvanishvilli/
https://www.facebook.com/BidzinaIvanishvilli/
https://www.facebook.com/BidzinaIvanishvilli/
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https://www.facebook.com/%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%93%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A5%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%90-%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9E%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-1063797520329047/
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https://www.facebook.com/dedakalaki/?__tn__=kCH-R&eid=ARDlaK26e3pHK49kr810_Gr068BBm3IE9gT56cnnJZ7RxrnfcYuzmJ0xI69rWpem2JRTlZUXu2LBNldd&hc_ref=ART2gKS8iWQg11ox8F3akDpvYcGaaYMEqzxn-i7wroBVbVGZRRm546EYuRpouXtHb2Q&fref=nf
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Affiliation of information pages with Georgian Dream

Two cases were revealed when a page operating as a media outlet was either administered by a party

activist (G the TV), or in the past the page operated using the name of Georgian Dream (LOOBBMGOHTOFOM
33960 / Information page).

The page G the TV positioning itself on Facebook as a media outlet names gom®aon gom®Masdy (Giorgi
Giorgadze), member of the ruling Georgian Dream party, as its admin.
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Like G the TV, “boobxmm®3d30m 33900 / Information page” is also positioning itself as an information
media outlet; initially, the page was registered as “936M™m33ycmo 0Mhg3060 / evropuli archevani” on
February 4, 2014, but later on February 20, 2014, it was renamed to “®30m306H®M39mMmd0L 0MhHy36900 /
JoOmygmmo mbgdo” (Self-Government Elections/Georgian Dream). Presently, it is operating as
Information Page. The page has changed its name nine times:
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Page management

The monitoring has revealed that an open Facebook group “DoobhgmHgbm” (Interesting) is administered by
anti-liberal page ““0m3330900 Logo®m39mMmLMZ0L” (I will die for Georgia). One of the group admins, a
user named “Giorgi Imnadze” is a deleted profile, which, as a result of MDF’s examination, turned out to be
a troll. Imnadze replaced a troll-admin “Giorgi Bidzinashvili,” who was spreading messages against the
government’s opponents in the same group, stealing the identity of BkoHTakTe user Sergey Zakharyan;
presently, Bidzinashvili’s profile is also deleted.
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The government-affiliated pages have a total of 295 admins; among them, the pages targeting opponents
- 162, the pages of media outlets with pro-government editorial policy — 96; pages belonging to and
supporting Georgian Dream — 37. The majority of them — 30 admins — administer the Facebook page of
Kvira.ge, a media outlet with pro-government editorial policy.

Pages targeting Pages belonging to Pages of media outlets with pro-government editorial
opponents and supporting the policy
ruling party

Pages of traditional media outlets Facebook media

Anti-liberal and anti-Western pages have a total of 82 and 17 admins, respectively. A total of 10 admins
administer the pages of various types.

Anti-liberal pages Anti-Western Various

It is worth noting that an anti-Western page Azimuth, which is involved in the organized campaign against
protests and which is affiliated with the ultranationalist movement Georgian March, has 15 admins with
one of them administering from the Russian Federation.
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The monitoring has revealed five Facebook pages, which were spreading identical content at short
intervals in order to discredit the rally. It means that these pages might be administered by one and the
same people. Four of these pages are spreading anti-Liberal content (Pressdhodyoo/Presstitution, 3,14
D93, Foghagoo and Revelation), and one — anti-Western (Blue Soviet Union / eng®go Lodgmmo
3038060).

Sponsored posts

50 sponsored posts were released against the protest rallies during the monitoring period. Most of these
posts - 44 - were released on the government-affiliated pages and least of them — 6 — on anti-liberal pages.
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Detailed information about sponsored posts is available on the slider:
https://albumizr.com/skins/bandana/index.php?key=9Mxp

Identical content

The monitoring has revealed five Facebook pages, which were spreading identical content at short
intervals in order to discredit the rally. It means that these pages might be administered by one and the
same people. Four of these pages are spreading anti-Liberal content (Pressgohyoo/Presstitution, 3,14
993, Foghgoo and Revelation), and one — anti-Western (Blue Soviet Union / ecng®go Loddmmo
3038060). Identical content was spread according to the following scheme: initially the post was spread by
the page Press®ogy3oo/Presstitution; then the same material was spread by other pages. For example, in
one instance, the page Pressho®yEoo/Presstitution posted a photo of Shota Digmelashvili, one of the
leaders of the protest rally, with a caption “Shotiko Digmelashvili, the leading anus of rapid reaction
anuses. | demand this Cho | Lari' to change his name and instead choose the name, which does not
contain the name of my district.” The photo with an identical caption was spread by the four above
mentioned pages in a coordinated manner.
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In another instance, the above mentioned pages virally spread the photo of the protest rally shot from the
Parliament building depicting only few people outside the Parliament in an attempt to illustrate that the
protests express the interests of a small group.
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Key messages and scheme of spreading
The following messages were spread to discredit the rally and justify the government’s actions:

The protesters are representatives of LGBT community and they are imposing homosexuality on us;
The protesters are fighting against the church, Orthodoxy;

The rally ongoing on Rustaveli Avenue is illegal and represents an attempted revolution;

The demonstrators have been bribed by the opposition;

The proportional electoral system is anti-constitutional.

Several Facebook pages targeting Georgian Dream’s opponents spread sexist messages against
opposition leaders, Tina Bokuchava and Elene Khoshtaria. Moreover, the pro-government pages were
generalizing Nino Burjanadze’s visit to Moscow to the entire opposition spectrum.
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Linking the protest rally to LGBT groups

Like during the June protests, protesters were again associated with LGBT groups. For this purpose, the
remarks made by Davit Berdzenishvili of the Republican Party at the rally regarding equality were torn out
of the context and spread in a homophobic context, while Berdzenishvili himself was referred to in an
insulting and homophobic manner.

On November 18, several Facebook pages simultaneously posted Berdzenishvili’s video. The sponsored
content was spread by anti-liberal pages - “bmom JoOmzgmo” (Spiritually Georgian) and “0m333©0900
LogoOHMZgMMLM30L” (I will die for Georgia). A fragment of Berdzenishvili’s speech was torn out of the
context and spread by anti-liberal page “Pressho®hy@3oo” and a pro-government media outlet
Marshalpress. The material was shared by anti-liberal and anti-Western pages, as well as the pages
targeting the ruling party’s opponents and troll accounts.
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Posts with identical content were spread in an organized manner to discredit the rally, inculcating a threat
of LGBT people’s possible coming to power. For example, an anti-liberal page Pressgo®Eoo/Presstitution
spread a protester’s photo, which was then spread by other anti-liberal pages and one anti-Western page
with an interval of three minutes on December 1, from 5:30 to 5:33.
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Protesters are fighting against the church and Christianity

Pro-government, as well as anti-liberal and anti-Western Facebook pages shared virally and in an
organized manner a fragment from one of the protester’s speech, who referred to the clergy as Mafiosi
wearing vestments. The speech was generalized to the entire rally, while protesters were portrayed as
fighters against the church and Christianity. The Facebook page “g&oLdh0069030 gogodoommm” (Let’s
Christians share it) sponsored the post, while the pages supporting the Georgian Dream party, as well as
anti-liberal and anti-Western pages shared the post.
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The rally is orchestrated by the National Movement; protesters are bribed by the opposition

The Facebook pages targeting the opposition (“63 ggdoboo 3080” (Don’t be afraid Misha), “o®o ggodo
360m” (They need two corpses), “0obbmgb/Makhsovs” (I remember) and “bggho” (Sect), as well as anti-
liberal page “Anti-Paradox” were spreading the message as if the rally on Rustaveli Avenue was
orchestrated by the National Movement.
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Pro-government Facebook pages, as well as anti-opposition and anti-liberal pages were spreading
information in an organized manner as if people attending the rally were bribed by the opposition with
money and marijuana.
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Second Maidan

Pro-government Facebook pages described the rally as an attempt to trigger destabilization, violence,
revolution, coup and even second Maidan. Such posts were sponsored in some cases. Anti-liberal pages
and Facebook media outlets were involved in spreading this narrative and justifying the government’s
actions.
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Proportional electoral system is unconstitutional

Amid ongoing protests, the ruling party’s official Facebook page “go®omymo m3bgoo” (Georgian Dream)
and the pages supporting the ruling party, among them “60d06o 030603300m0L 3boGmHEOIdgMgda/Bidzina
Ivanishvili” and “Bidzina lvanishvili & Media”, as well as pro-government Facebook media “Caucasus News
Report” and “boobgm®aoom 33900’ (Information Page, which was previously named “go®mymao
™(36900/M3003FOOHMZHMMO0L 0MHY36900” (Georgian Dream/Self-Government Elections) were sharing
one and the same video clips through sponsored posts, trying to convince the public that the proposed
proportional electoral model contradicted the constitution of Georgia.
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Sexist messages

To discredit the opposition leaders, Facebook pages supporting the ruling party and targeting its opponents
were spreading sexist messages against MPs and opposition leaders, Tina Bokuchava and Elene
Khoshtaria. For example, “Leader 41:” “They say that stupid women are participating in the rallies;” Mikheil
Ukrainologi: “If Bokuchava had justified her surname, she would have been Minetava.”
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Generalizing Burjanadze’s Moscow visit to the entire opposition spectrum

On December 3, 2019, after Nino Burjanadze, leader of the Democratic Movement — United Georgia party,
left for Moscow, the pages involved in the campaign discrediting the protest rallies tried to generalize her
visit to the entire opposition spectrum. For example, the processed photo depicting Giga Bokeria, Tina
Bokuchava, Davit Bakradze and other opposition leaders standing beside Russian President Vladimir
Putin was shared by the page targeting the government’s opponents ((60(39000 ©OLYE060
MOBOE0OMIMN0 LOORYbhH™), as well anti-liberal (Pressgohyoo/Presstitution, 3,14 d©9@3, Fodhadoa,
Revelation) and anti-Western (Blue Soviet Union / gng®go bLodgmmo 3033060) pages.
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The pages targeting the government’s opponents, among them “04ogo ©o 303939M90060” (You had been
and should have done) and “bLoGmEbgzomobL gmGom®a”, (Shame Corridor), as well as anti-Western page
“Azimuth” were sharing Russian airline Aeroflot’s fake Tbilisi-Yerevan-Moscow ticket in the name of Grigol
Vashadze. The page “06@3m®3doE0o @mgL” (Information Today) created on August 16, 2019 was
involved in spreading the fake air ticket. The only post released by the page is just related to Vashadze’s
fake ticket; moreover, the name of the page creates an impression that the source is an information page.
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Dynamics of activities of Facebook pages

The Myth Detector has analyzed the dynamics of activities of Facebook pages involved in discrediting the
protest rallies from November 10 to December 10. The highest activity of Facebook pages was observed
in a period between November 14 and November 25 that relatively decreased later.

The chart below provides a table of activity of the Facebook page “Shame Corridor,” showing that its
activity reached a peak on November 14-17.
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As shown on the chart comparing the November-December activities of “Shame Corridor,” in November,
the page activity figures doubled compared to October proving that this pro-government page starts active
communication in the situations, when the government faces a crisis.

In most cases, we have observed similar dynamics in the activities of other Facebook pages identified
through the monitoring.
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